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Through the courtesy of the World 
Peace Foundation, a pamphlet con- 
taining the chief addresses made at 
the recent hearing on the Permanent 
Court of International Justice before 
the sub-committee of the Foreign Re- 
lations Committee, will be mailed to 
I’. P. A. members soon. 
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A NEW SPIRIT 


IN FRANCE 





N an interview reported in the New 

York Times of May 26 M. Herriot, the 
lleir-Apparent to the French Premier- 
hip, is quoted as saying that the future 
foreign policy of France would be built 
‘round the League of Nations, and that 
“the world’s hope for restoration of real 
peace lay in utilizing the Geneva organi- 
zation for the transaction of international 
jusiness, with constant strengthening of 
the League, pending the time when all 
the nations of the world would be mem- 


: 99 
pers. 


Such a step would be the fulfillment of 
a gradual but significant growth of a 
public demand in France which may 
now, with a wisdom born after the event, 
be seen in many incidents which fore- 
iadowed the outcome of the election. 
Some months ago the Paris Temps, the 
organ of the Bloc Nationale, printed a 
‘trong editorial saying in effect that the 
‘ime had come when France should stop 
thinking in terms of France alone, and 

ould think of France and the world as 
standing or falling together—‘La France 
contra” should be discarded as an out- 
worn phrase. 


Even more significant is the fact that 
the circulation of Le Quotidien, the 
organ of the left bloc, has increased sev- 
enfold in the last nine months, in spite 
an attempted boycott by the other 
newspapers which took the form of re- 
fusing to supply their issues to any deal- 
er who handled the offending and unorth- 
odox Quotidien. The increase of circula- 
tion is said to have been largely in the 
districts outside of Paris. 

The last few months have witnessed a 
remarkable change in the French atti- 
tude towards the League. Hitherto it 
had been looked upon, according to the 
testimony even of League enthusiasts in 


France, with a certain cynicism, as 
something to be left to the Foreign Office 
to deal with, to be used where it served 
the national interests and towards which 
the French people as a whole. were in- 
different. Recently, however, thanks to 
the work of a progressive and’ determin- 
ed group, French opinion in this regard 
has been awakened and vitalized. 

A committee called the Groupement 
Universitaire for the League of Nations, 
has built up branches in sixty university 
centers throughout the country in the 
past year, and a strong Committee of Ac- 
tion has been formed consisting of M. 
Paul Appell, President of the French 
League of Nations Union, M. René 
Pleven, Vice-president of the Groupe- 
ment Universitaire, and René Cassin, 
Honorary President of the Union Féd- 
érale des Mutilés (representing about 
300,000 ex-service men). This Comité 
D’Action succeeded in writing into the 
programs of many of the political par- 
ties in the recent election campaign, a 
demand that the League should be used 
more definitely in shaping the foreign 
policy of France, and in getting the en- 
dorsement for this program of ninety 
per cent of the organized ex-service men, 
(corresponding to the American Legion). 
The ten per cent refraining represented 
the extreme left or Communist wing. 


The Groupement Universitaire, the 
most active of the three groups, owes its 
inception and its remarkable growth and 
vitality largely to the energetic work of 
its young secretary, M. Robert Lange. It 
was owing to M. Lange, one is told, that 
the French Minister of Education issued 
last fall a circular to the school teach- 
ers directing that one hour be set aside 
on Armistice Day for instruction on the 
League of Nations and it was M. Lange 
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again who saw to it that the teachers 
were supplied with charts and interest- 
ing information which would insure 
that the hour’s instruction would be 
something better than a formal carry- 
ing out of the program. 

The Groupement Universitaire is now 
organizing a course of instruction on the 
League for visitors to the League As- 
sembly, to run from August 25 to Sep- 
tember 15, at Geneva. While they are 
not yet prepared to give out a completed 
program, they have already secured 
promises of addresses to be given during 
the session by Mr. Ramsay MacDonald, 
M. Edward Benes, M. Branting of Swe- 
den, M. Henri de Jouvenel of France, M. 
Hymans of Belgium, Lord Cecil, Gen- 
eral Smuts, M. Augustin Edwards, for- 
mer President of the League Assembly, 
M. Titulesco of Roumania, and others. 

The general change of attitude in 
quarters in France is perhaps well il- 
lustrated by the remark of a high French 
official whose indiscretion must be pro- 
tected by anonymity. “Poincaré,” said 
he, “is undoubtedly a patriot. But his vo- 
cabulary has shrunk until it no longer 
suffices. On Sunday he says ‘No.’ On Mon- 
day, ‘it is impossible.’ On Tuesday, he 
says, ‘I stand on my program.’ On Wed- 
nesday, again, ‘No!’ and so on, aria da 
capo. It is no longer enough!” 

Certainly one gets the impression that 


in France, as in the rest of Europe, 


things are indeed changing—‘‘chang- 
ing,’ as the British Prime Minister said 
recently, “not by bullying, not by shak- 
ing one’s fist in anybody’s face, but 
changing because the quiet sanity of rea- 
sonable common sense is beginning to in- 
fluence the minds of all the nations of 
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Pepper Court Unacceptable 

S ENATOR PEPPER has labored in 

vain. His plan for a World Court, 
presented to the Senate on May 22 and 
adopted two days later by the Foreign 
telations Committee, is as unacceptable 
as was that of Senator Lodge. Senator 
Pepper would retain intact the present 
personnel of the Permanent Court of In- 
ternational Justice and nominally would 
insist merely on verbal changes in the 
Protocol and Statute on which the ex- 
isting Court is based. In fact, however, 
his plan demands from all of the forty- 
seven states which support the Perma- 
nent Court, and particularly from the 
nations which make up the British Em- 
pire, concessions which they neither will 
nor ought to make and which our Gov- 
ernment should be ashamed to suggest. 

Rejecting the thoroughly practicable 
and acceptable method of adherence to 
the Permanent Court, worked out by 
Secretary Hughes and supported by 
Presidents Harding and Coolidge, this 
latest substitute would require, through 
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formal amendments of the Protocol and 
Statute: 

(1) Elimination of all references to the 
League of Nations. 

(2) The creation of a nominally new 
method of electing the judges, though in ac- 
tual practice the Council and the Assembly 
of the League of Nations might continue, 
except for one insurmountable obstacle, to 
function as now. 

(3) The surrender by the nations which 
make up the British Empire of their right to 
separate votes for judges. 

(4) The limitation of the Court’s power 
to render advisory opinions in response to 
requests from the Council of the League. 
Senator Pepper, in explaining his plan, 

said: “The process of disassociating the 
Court from the League is so simple that 
no difficulty in securing the assent of 
other nations need be anticipated. Any- 
body who opposes this proposal must be 
moved by concern for the League of Na- 
tions rather than by interest in the Court 
as an independent institution.” 

This statement illustrates an amazing 
and discouraging blindness to facts. 
Senator Pepper should know that the 
forty-seven states which through solemn 
and binding international obligations 
created the existing Court will not undo 
their work at the behest of a minority 
of belligerent irreconcileables in the 
United States Senate. He should know 
that his suggestion of the elimination of 
the British dominions from the proposed 
new electoral bodies is an absolutely 
fatal obstacle to the acceptance of his 
plan. Canada, Australia, South Africa, 
Ireland and the other dominions will, 
under no circumstances, surrender their 
highly prized right as nations to partic- 
ipate in the election of judges. He must 
known that even if his “compromise” se- 
cures the adherence of Lodge and the 
other non-cooperationists in the Senate, 
neither President Coolidge nor Secretary 
Hughes give it their support. He must 
know that the Democrats in the Senate, 
with a few exceptions, unanimously re- 
ject his ‘“‘compromise” and unanimously 
support the Hughes-Harding-Coolidge 
proposal. 

In his ardent desire ‘‘to reconcile as 
far as possible all divergent views,” Sen- 
ator Pepper has surrendered to those 
who want no American participation at 
all in the Permanent Court. 

JAMES G. MCDONALD. 


Rate Discrimination Further Delayed 


S a result of numerous protests from 

importers, exporters and others, the 
Shipping Board has withdrawn its cer- 
tification that adequate American ton- 
nage is now available to justify the ap- 
plication of the preferential railroad rate 
provision of Section 28 of the Merchant 
Marine Act. This decision automatically 
requires the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission to rescind its order that Section 
28 shall become effective June 20. 





